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Continuing the study of the Revelation chapter 12, we 
behold the celestial origin of the conflict of good and evil 
that rages on earth.  Revelation 12:7-9 presents the origin of 
evil and the start of Satan's contest with God. 

Q:  What were the results of the cosmic battle between the 
Devil and Michael? 
A:  The Devil and a third of the 
heavenly angels that sided 
with him in the rebellion 
against Michael and His loyal 
angels were expelled from 
heaven. Having forsaken "their 
first estate" [Jude 6], the Devil 
and his evil angels were cast to 
the earth. 

Led by the rebellious angel, Lucifer, the conflict in heaven, 
termed "war", derived from the Greek word pólemos from 
which the term politics is also derived, was an ideological 
struggle over the Law of God.  Once an exalted Covering 
Angel, Lucifer coveted the praise, honor, and glory reserved 
for God, the Father, and Michael the Archangel, who is the 
pre-incarnate Jesus Christ [See Lesson 24 on Daniel Chapter 
10 for more details].  The rebellion, started in heaven 
against God, His Law, and His government was brought to 
the earth where Lucifer, turned the Devil and Satan, caused 
humankind to rebel against God. 

Q: Where did the Devil appear in the Garden of Eden to the 
perfect pair, Adam and Eve? Why would he appear in this one 

location? Read Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 

A:  Within God’s perfect creation, planet Earth, He placed 
one token of faith, love, and obedience that served as a test 
of allegiance for the perfect pair, the Tree of the Knowledge 
of Good and Evil. It is in this one tree that Satan was limited 
to tempt Adam and Eve. 

Verse nine of the chapter points out a very crucial fact, that 
every individual has at some time, or is still under a form of 
deception by the enemy of souls, Satan.  Often, Satan has 
distorted what one has perceived, has been exposed to, or 
has been taught in some manner 
(2 Corinthians 4:3, 4; Ephesians 
2:2). The devil has deceived the 
entire world, and unless we 
become well acquainted with the 
Bible, submit to God’s truths and 
guidance from His Holy Spirit, we 
will remain under Satan's 
deception (Psalm 119:97-105; John 17:17, 8:30-32, 43-47). 

Q:  Review Revelation 12:10 and describe how it provides a 
panoramic view of Jesus' victory over Satan at the Cross.  
Consider these additional verses when providing your answer: 

• John 3:16 • 1 John 4:9, 10 • Romans 5:8 
• Romans 3:24 • John 6:47 • John 12:31, 32 
A:  Those in heaven rejoice in Jesus' victory at the cross that 
redeemed the sons of men from the curse of sin and death; 
re-established mankind's kingship over the Earth that Satan 

claimed; vindicated the character and law of God; and 
silenced the "accuser of the brethren". 

Q:  How does Satan accuse us? Consider the following verses: 
Numbers 20:8-12, 23-29; Deuteronomy 32:48-52, 34:1-7; Jude 
1:9; Zechariah 3:1-5; Malachi 3:16-18. 
A:  Satan, when attacking the sons of God, often projects his 
character traits upon them. Through suggestion, he disputes 
men's faithfulness to God and accuses them of being 
hypocrites. When men in sincerity strive to do that which is 
right, to live for God, the Adversary, through his sophistries, 
tries to impress upon their minds that their efforts are 
pointless, that they are beyond God’s mercy and grace. 

The next verse, Rev. 12:11, gives a herald to the victory won 
by those once accused and persecuted by the Devil. 

Q:  By what means are the righteous victorious?  What is 
meant by, "they loved not their lives unto the death"? Also 
consider the following verses: 
• Romans 5:9 • Heb 11;  2:14-18 • Psalm 119:11 
• Matthew 4:10 • Ephesians 6:10-20 • 1 John 3:8, 9 
A:  Christians have victory over sin and death through the 
shed blood of Jesus Christ.  Jesus spilled His blood once for 
all time; He ransomed us from the curse of the law; He freed 
us from the hand of Satan; and He has conquered the grave, 
all on humanity's behalf. We claim these promises by faith in 
Jesus, Who, through His Holy Spirit, grants us power to stand 
faithful in our day of trial, even unto death.  Our humble 
acceptance of Christ's righteousness, yet bold confidence in 
His promises, which we profess as our patient hope and 

testimony, brings us victory. (Jer 23:6; Rev 2:10, 6:9-11).  

Revelation 12:12 affirms the impact of Lucifer's rebellion 
upon the entire universe. His expulsion from heaven is the 
source of much rejoicing. However, woes are sounded upon 
the inhabitants of the earth because he, the Dragon, has 
descended with great wrath, realizing he has a short time. 

Q:  At what point did Satan realize he and his rebellion were 
for a short time? Consider the following:  Genesis 3:15; John 
12:27-32; Hebrews 2:14, 15 

The Bible clearly identifies the object of Satan's hatred to be 
the Church of God, you and me!  Unable to displace God in 
heaven, or to destroy or deter Jesus as a member of the 
human race while He walked the earth, the Devil re-directs 
his attack towards the object of God's affection.  It is this 
most pointed, vicious attack which causes the Church to 
retreat with wings of an eagle into the wilderness for a 
period of 1,260 years or "a time, and times, and half a time, 
from the face of the serpent" (Revelation 12:13, 14, see also 
Daniel 11:33).   

Q:  What is meant by the overflowing flood sent out by the 
Devil against the woman hiding in the wilderness? See the 
following: Isaiah 28:2, 3, 17, 18, 59:19; Jeremiah 47:2-4; 
Revelation 17:15 
A:  The flood of water from the mouth of the Dragon was a 
besiegement of armies; first national militias of nations 
sworn to uphold papalism, but in time the papal armies of 
the Crusades. The Crusaders were a church-sanctioned 
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militia of mercenaries, hired guns of the Pontiff of Rome, 
sent to destroy God's true church, followers of the Bible. 
They wore the cross of Christ on their clothing and weapons 
of war, suggesting their efforts were of holy origin, while 
vowing upon their lives to exterminate the very ones for 
whom Christ died to save. The Pontiff's promise of 
absolution of all sins, past, present, and future; a right to the 
Tree of Life; as well as being granted pardon for any financial 
obligations borne, drew the impoverished, warmongering, 
and the socially marginalized to the papacy's military ranks.   

Q:  Where else in scripture do we see a reference to this flood? 
See Daniel 9:26 
A:  Daniel 9:26 describes the transition from Pagan Rome, 
the desolator that destroyed the city of Jerusalem and its 
sanctuary, to Papal Rome, the second desolator that as a 
flood, tried to destroy the people of God by force and 
deception.  The 1,260 years of Papal supremacy were called 
“dark” because of the bishops of Rome's removal of the Bible, 
man's only source of light and truth (Psalm 119:105). In 
turn, men's doctrines and dogmas were exalted in place of 
the Bible (Mark 7:6-8).  Darkness covered the earth, and 
gross darkness covered the people as men were led to 
forsake the simple faith and promises taught by Christ for a 
religion of rituals, superstitions, and ceremonies, all of pagan 
origin. The devil, through the medium of Papal Rome, 
attempted to eradicate the pure Church of Christ by a flood 
of military forces; but even more dangerous, a flood of 
erroneous doctrines and deceptions (Matt 24:4; Col 2:8-10). 

Q:  The Bible states that the earth helped the woman- opening 
its mouth to swallow-up the flood.  If waters symbolize a 
multitude of people (Revelation 17:15), what might the earth 
and it swallowing up the flood symbolize? 
A:  Followers of Christ who were guided by the Bible, found 
refuge from the armies of Rome in rough, obscure caverns in 
the Alps and other European mountain ranges. The intricate 
mountain ranges provided shelter and high observation 
points for the church in hiding, the Church in the 
Wilderness, and proved a great challenge to the Crusaders 
who hunted them mercilessly.  In time, Protestant Pilgrims 
would separate themselves from Roman influence and 
oppression by a great gulf, the Atlantic Ocean as they 
pursued religious freedom in North America. 

The chapter concludes with the woman being relentlessly 
pursued by the Dragon, who "went to make war with the 
remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, 
and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." A remnant is that 
which remains of the original, bearing identical 
characteristics of the original.  The Bible here refers to a 
remnant of God’s original church, founded in the Garden of 
Eden and sustained in each generation until the time of Jesus 
Christ and the early Christian Church of the Apostles (Luke 
3:22-38; Isaiah 1:9). The Bible presents the specific, 
distinguishing characteristics of the "remnant of the woman's 
seed", Jesus' true church, specifically, those who “keep the 
commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” 

The book of Genesis affirms the existence of the Ten 

Commandments before being written on tables of stone by 
the finger of God. As a written transcript of God's character, 
agape (love), the commandments have always existed and 
will always exist!  They are in essence marriage vows that 
the woman, the Bride of Christ, offers to Jesus, her Groom.  
Therefore, the Ten Commandments, to the remnant, are not 
burdensome but are a solemn oath to Christ.  He in turn will 
empower the remnant by faith, to uphold them by His grace 
(1 John 5:3; John 14:13-16).  

Q:  How does the Bible explain the testimony of Jesus Christ 
(Rev 12:17, 19:10; Isa 42:8, 9, 41:21-23)? 
A:  The Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, given to lead men to 
all truth, is He Who inspired the writing of the Bible, and He 
alone Who brings its understanding (John 16:13; 2 Pet 1:19-
21; 1 Corinth 2:12-14). The spirit of prophecy, or Bible 
prophecy, reveals the past, present, and future and gives the 
reader insight to the counsels and purposes of God. The 
patriarchs, the faithful throughout history, have treasured 
the prophetic word as God’s direct revelations, instructions, 
and warnings to preserve life, both present and eternal (Heb 
11:7; 2 Peter 1:19-21; Isa 8:20; John 5:39).  Those today, 
who diligently search the Scriptures and apply its truths, will 
experience the same blessings as the patriarchs. 

Let us purpose to be among the remnant of God's Church, 
who "keep the commandments of God and have the testimony 
of Jesus Christ." 

 

A Place of Refuge 

Revelation Chapter 12 – Part 2 
[Based on verses 7-17] 
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