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+The tract may be supplemented by the specified Amazing Facts® lesson
found on the Life More Abundant website.

Bible Literary Tools & Principles

Summary Followed by Detail: Often, the Bible will provide
a complete summary of an event or message, and
immediately follow the summary with the details. For
example, the Creation story is summarized in the first verse
of Genesis chapter 1. The remaining verses of chapter 1 and
the entirety of chapter 2 provide the details that expound
upon that single verse.

Symbols, Imagery, Metaphors: The Bible utilizes symbols,
imagery, and metaphors in prophecy to illustrate important
truths. Symbols and Imagery describe a subject by an object
or illustration. Metaphors liken a subject to another object
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or suggest the subject is on the same point of comparison to
the other object (Hosea 12:10; Psalm 78:2; Daniel 7:17, 23,
24; Acts 10:9-16, 11:1-18). The Bible alone must be the
interpreter of the symbols, imagery, and metaphors by
means of the following methods of Bible analysis:

1. The Bible should be searched from cover-to-cover, “line-
upon-line, precept-upon-precept, here a little, there a
little...” to gain understanding of a topic. This method is
called Proof Texting: Isaiah 28:9-13; Daniel 12:4

2. Unless explicitly stated by a verse, a conclusion should
only be drawn if two or more verses confirm or agree
upon a topic, thought, or idea: “by the mouth of two or
three witnesses every word shall be established” — Genesis
41:32; Deut. 19:15; John 8:17; 2 Corinthians 13:1

Repeat & Enlarge: When God would have His people
understand a critical message, He repeats the message
through His prophets, often using different symbols. The
first occurrence of the message typically is the most
comprehensive. However, with each successive repetition
additional details are incorporated, bringing added clarity
and an expanded understanding of the message.

Types and Anti-types: A type is a representation, figure, or
symbol of the original, called the anti-type. The earthly
sanctuary was a type, or representation of the heavenly
sanctuary. The actual sanctuary in heaven is called its anti-
type (Hebrews 9:8, 9, 24). Similarly, every lamb, bull, goat, or
dove that was sacrificed for the remission of sin was a type,

or symbolic representation of Jesus Christ; Jesus himself
7

being the Anti-Type, the true Lamb of God that takes away
the sins of the world (John 1:29; Hebrews 9:12-14).

Natural followed by the Spiritual: Natural or literal events,
people, or things, once presented, are often portrayed later
in the Bible in a spiritual context. When seeking
understanding of the spiritual [symbolic], we must first
reflect upon the characteristics of the natural [literal]: "And
so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul;
the last Adam (Jesus) [was made] a quickening spirit. Howbeit
that [was] not first which is spiritual, but that which is
natural; and afterward that which is spiritual." 1 Cor 15:45, 46

Triple Application of Prophecy: Prophetic truths are at
times revealed in triplet sets, where the characteristics of
the first two occurrences of a truth or an event shed light
upon the fulfillment of the third event, or mathematically:
event 1 + event 2 = event 3. The Triple Application of
Prophecy principle, confirmed upon the "testimony of two or
three witnesses”, is seen in the following triplet sets:

Triple Application of Prophecy: 1+2 =3 ‘

Prophecy 15t Instance 2nd [nstance 3rd [nstance

3 Elijahs Elijah John the Baptist God'ghliircnhnant
3 Woes 1st Woe 2nd Woe 3rd Woe

3 Angel's

Messages 1st Angel 2rd Angel 3rd Angel

(Rev. 14)

For additional Bible studies or if you have questions, please write or contact: Life More Abundant
PO Box 334 * Goshen, VA 24439 * www.lifemoreabundantpa.com * biblestudies@lifemoreabundantpa.com
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